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(717) 231-5342

codonnell@tierneyagency.com
www.matpra.org
WINE IN THE MID-ATLANTIC

Wineries and Wine Events add Spirits to the Region’s Mix of Attractions 

(U.S.  Mid-Atlantic Region, October 1, 2009) – For those who enjoy good wine, food, spirits and travel to the beach, the mountains, cozy villages or to a sophisticated city, you will find a surprising and delightful selection of homegrown wineries and special wine events across the Mid-Atlantic region. See what these Mid-Atlantic states are offering and contact the respective state tourism office or CVB for more information.

Delaware

Kent County Delaware’s Pizzadili vineyard and winery, a brush stroke from Tuscany, has fabulous wines and tastings, located in Felton. Call 302-284-9463 for details. Don’t miss Dover Downs Hotel and Casino’s 8th Wine Festival, November 13 & 14 in picturesque Dover, Delaware. Call 800-711-5882 or www.doverdowns.com. Kent County Delaware Convention & Visitors Bureau, Robin Coventry, rcoventry@visitdover.com, www.visitdover.com
Visit Delaware’s first and only award-winning winery. At Nassau Valley Vineyards in Lewes, experience a free, self-guided tour of one of the most unique wine museums in North America and explore the five galleries chronicling the fascinating 8,000 year history of wine. Finish off your tour with free wine tasting! Southern Delaware Tourism, Aubrey Manzo, aubreym@visitsoutherndelaware.com, www.visitsoutherndelaware.com 
Celebrate the grape harvest at the annual Societa da Vinci Vendemmia Wine Festival Sunday October 11th. Sample fine wines and foods from the area’s top restaurants and enjoy great entertainment at Downtown Wilmington’s Tubman Garrett Riverfront Park from 2-6 p.m. Call 866-771-3014 or click on www.societadavinci.com for more information. Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lyn Lewis, LynLewis@wilmcvb.org, www.VisitWilmingtonDE.com 

Maryland

From the mountains of Western Maryland to the shoreline of the Chesapeake Bay, sample more than 300 different varieties of wine at nearly three dozen wineries and vineyards. Travel our five wine trails or compare vintages at our wine festivals. The Maryland Wineries Association lists them all at www.marylandwine.com. 

Maryland Office of Tourism, Connie Yingling, cyingling@choosemaryland.org, www.visitmaryland.org.

Celebrate the taste of more than 300 wines from around the world – all in one convenient location during the Fourth Annual International Great Grapes! Wine, Arts, and Food Festival at the Anne Arundel County Fairgrounds in Crownsville May 1-2, 2010. It also features live music, 60 crafts vendors, and kids’ activities. Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau, Susan Steckman, ssteckman@visitannapolis.org, www.VisitAnnapolis.org. 

Maryland’s oldest winery, Boordy Vineyards (www.boordy.com), is situated a 230-acre farm in the Baltimore County countryside.  While known for its award-winning wines, Boordy is the place to be for weekend events featuring wines paired with chilis, fondues, stews, and chocolates.  Boordy Vineyards is a favorite stop on the Piedmont Wine Trail (www.piedmontwinetrail.com).  Baltimore County Conference and Tourism, Jill Feinberg, jfeinberg@baltimorecountymd.gov, www.visitbacomd.com.
Nestled in fertile land on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay, Calvert County is home to five award-winning vineyards. The easy-to-navigate Patuxent Wine Trail can be traveled in a day, but the abundant opportunities for sightseeing, dining, shopping, sailing and charter fishing will tempt an overnight stay. Calvert County Department of Economic Development, Joyce Baki bakija@co.cal.md.us, www.ecalvert.com.

Visit Carroll County - home of the Maryland Wine Festival. Year-round, three local, family-owned wineries welcome you for tastings of whites, reds and rose. Sample wines grown from the grapes of Carroll County’s rolling hills located just 45 minutes northwest of Baltimore. We look forward to sharing our vino. Carroll County Tourism, Barbara Beverungen, bbeverungen@ccg.carr.org, www.carrollcountytourism.org
In Frederick, travel historic roads to vintage destinations on Maryland’s first wine trail. Wine enthusiasts will enjoy antiquing, dining, touring historic sites and outdoor recreation en route to each winery. The Frederick Wine Trail includes Black Ankle, Linganore Winecellars, Elk Run, Frederick Cellars, Loew Vineyards and Sugarloaf Winery. Tourism Council of Frederick County, Tiffany Ahalt, twilms@fredco-md.net, www.fredericktourism.org 

Award-winning Fiore Winery, in picturesque northern Harford County now also produces Limoncello and Grappa. The new Mt. Felix Winery and Estate in historic Havre de Grace offers one of the best views of the Chesapeake Bay. Both offer family-friendly events and are a favorite stop on the Piedmont Wine Trail. www.piedmontwinetrail.com. Harford County Office of Tourism, Winifred Roche, wjroche@harfordcountymd.gov, www.harfordmd.com
Make your own premium quality wine in a fully-equipped modern winemaking facility at the new Tin Lizzie Wine Works. Everything you’ll need to make great wine, from the instruction, grapes and equipment to the corks, bottles and labels is provided for the step-by-step process of turning grapes into quality wine. Howard County Tourism, Rachelina Bonacci Rachelina@visithowardcounty.com, www.visithowardcounty.com.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania’s moderate climate and rolling terrain provide ideal conditions for the state’s 130 wineries. Enjoy leisurely days along any of the state’s 11 wine trails – from the Brandywine Valley Wine Trail in Philadelphia’s Countryside to the Lake Erie Wine Trail in the Great Lakes region. Many offer free tastings and tours! Pennsylvania Tourism Office, Cara O’Donnell, codonnell@tierneyagency.com, www.visitpa.com
Eight vineyards in scenic southeastern Pennsylvania comprise the Brandywine Valley Wine Trail – all located within a 50 mile radius, and open year round. Chadds Ford is home to the award-winning Chaddsford Winery and the beautiful new Penns Woods Winery, both within minutes of the Brandywine River Museum and Brandywine Battlefield.  Brandywine Conference and Visitors Bureau, Barbara Lehman, blehman@brandywinecvb.org, www.brandywinecountry.org.

Celebrate the Grape Harvest along the Bucks County Wine Trail from October 10th-11th and taste fresh-pressed juice and newly fermented wine. Check out the hustle and bustle around all nine award-winning wineries as the harvest is taking place! Bucks County Conference and Visitors Bureau, Michele Greco, mgreco@visitbuckscounty.com,  www.visitbuckscounty.com
Learn how to make wine or simply enjoy drinking it! Porter House Brew Shop offers monthly wine-making classes providing hands-on fun. Sample delicious locally made wines at our three wineries – several have won top honors at the Pennsylvania Farm Show. The Butler County Wine Festival takes place each January. Butler County Tourism & Convention Bureau, Patti Jo Lambert, pjlambert@visitbutlercounty.com, www.visitbutlercounty.com.

The hills surrounding the town of Gettysburg are making a mark on the wine industry. Adams County is now home to three wineries, featuring the rich flavor from Pennsylvania’s Fruit Belt. New is the Gettysburg Fruit & Wine Trail, bringing together the best orchards and wineries in the region. Gettysburg Convention and Visitors Bureau, Carl Whitehill, cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel.org, www.gettysburgtravel.org
Two dozen wineries in the Hershey Harrisburg region draw wine enthusiasts with tours and tastings at local favorites West Hanover Winery and Hunters Valley Winery, both located within 30 minutes of the state capital. The 2010 Wine Festival at the Hershey Giant Center will host 150 vintners from around the world this spring. Hershey Harrisburg Regional Visitors Bureau, Rick Dunlap, Rick@HersheyHarrisburg.org, www.hersheyharrisburg.org
The verdant soil and lush vegetation of Lancaster County result in some of Pennsylvania Dutch Country’s best winemaking. Relax and enjoy the unique tastings, tours, and events offered at Nissley Vineyards in Bainbridge, Waltz Vineyards in Manheim, Tamanend Winery in Lancaster, and Twin Brook Winery in Gap. Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau, Joel Cliff, jcliff@padutchcountry.com, www.padutchcountry.com
The Laurel Highlands’ Christian W. Klay Winery has the distinction of being the highest mountaintop vineyard (2,300 feet) east of the Rockies! Located along the Historic National Road and within minutes of Fallingwater, the winery offers hayrides through the vineyards and special events in a restored bank barn ca.1800. Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, Julie Donovan, jdonovan@laurelhighlands.org, www.laurelhighlands.org.

The Susquehanna River Valley features three award-winning wineries, all part of the Susquehanna Heartland Wine Trail. Shade Mountain offers more than 40 types of wine; Spyglass Ridge hosts an annual Celtic Festival and Blues Festival; and Hunter’s Valley offers unique wines like “Susquehanna Sunrise” and spectacular views of the Susquehanna. Susquehanna River Valley, Lisa Leighton, lisa@visitcentralpa.org, www.VisitCentralPA.org.

The new UnCork York Wine Trail Just off the Vine Event will take place November 20 – 22, 2009, when 10 wineries along the Trail invite visitors behind the scenes after harvest to sample Nouveau and freshly-pressed wines. Each ticket includes a collectible wine glass and exclusive 10% discount at participating wineries. York County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Alison Smith, asmith@yorkpa.org, www.yorkpa.org.

Virginia

Fredericksburg’s award-winning wineries produce lush, flavorful vintages. The Mediterranean-style Potomac Point Winery in Stafford produces La Belle Vie, Richland Reserve Viognier, Traminette, and Petit Verdot and offers specials during Virginia Wine Month in October. Family-owned Lake Anna Winery in Spotsylvania offers a diverse selection of reds, whites and special labels. Karen Hedelt, khedelt@fredericksburgva.com, www.visitfred.com
Bring your pooch to Lexington Valley Vineyard during their monthly “Wines and Wags” event. Enjoy a special ladies-only “Moody Monday” event with wine, chocolate and cheese offered bi- monthly at Uncorked Wine Shop. Sample award-winning wine at Rockbridge Vineyard; relax on their porch with stunning views of Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. Lexington and the Rockbridge Area Tourism, Mayumi Smitka, director@lexingtonvirgina.com, www.lexingtonvirgina.com 

Great wine, lively entertainment and unusual settings are hallmarks of two Newport News, VA wine festivals. Each June, the Summer Celebration Wine Festival takes place at elegant Lee Hall Mansion. In September, the sparkling waters of the fountains at City Center are the backdrop for Vineyards by the Fountain. Newport News Tourism Development Office, Suzanne Pearson, spearson@ngov.com, www.newport-news.org
Winery touring has become a very popular pastime for many people. Visiting and touring wineries in the Blue Ridge Mountains can be a relaxing and romantic way to spend a vacation. There are many wineries along the Blue Ridge Parkway that can provide tours, weekend vacation packages and special events. Roanoke Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, Catherine Fox, rkecvbfox@aol.com, www.visitroanokeva.com 

West Virginia

West Virginia is home to an assortment of wineries, including Kirkwood in Summersville, Potomac Highland in Keyser, Forks of Cheat in Morgantown, Daniel Vineyards in Crab Orchard, Lambert’s Vintage Wines in Weston and West-Whitehill in Moorefield. Each wine offers a distinct taste that can be savored year round. West Virginia Division of Tourism, Tricia Sizemore, tricia.sizemore@yahoo.com, www.wvtourism.com.
A winery adventure doesn’t require a visit to Napa Valley. Just 10 minutes from Parkersburg, West Virginia, WineTree Vineyards offers free tours and wine tastings that will entice all your senses. Traditional European and American varietals are produced using modern methods and the finest ingredients. Greater Parkersburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, Kari Thompson, kthompson@stonewallgroup.com, www.greaterparkersburg.com 

Roll up your pants legs and head to the ‘Grape Stompin’ Festival at Kirkwood Winery & Distillery in Summersville, WV.   This annual September event includes grape eating and grape stomping contests, live entertainment, tastings, tours and much more.  It’s a family-friendly festival with activities for kids of all ages. Southern West Virginia CVB, Lisa Strader, lisa@visitwv.com, www.visitwv.com.

The Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance (MATPRA) is a cohesive unit of regional tourism partners encompassing Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.

The group serves travel journalists by creating a regional resource that ignores geographical boundaries. The Alliance promotes common threads and offers saleable stories to journalists about the Mid-Atlantic destination as a whole.

Learn more about our partnership at www.matpra.org.

###

