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www.matpra.org
Celebrate Quirkiness in the Mid-Atlantic 

Discover oddball, unique, or just plain strange things to see and do
(U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region, July 2009) – Want to feast on the world’s largest milkshake, laugh out loud at The Stoogeum, or explore the mystery of the Mothman? These and other unique experiences can be found at quirky attractions located throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. These destinations have some truly interesting adventures that take the message of “off the beaten path” to a whole new level. 
Delaware


Eight miles northwest of Wilmington, discover the world’s largest collection of operating steam cars.  The Marshall Steam Museum at Auburn Heights memorializes the technology of historic steam transportation.  Its collection includes fourteen licensed and working Stanley Steamers, 4 other antique cars, a miniature railroad and the 1925 Cretors popcorn wagon. Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lyn Lewis, LynLewis@WilmCVB.org, www.VisitWilmingtonDE.com

In bygone days, Nipper stared blankly into the horn of an RCA phonograph. Today,  Johnson’s Victrola Museum, a world-wide one of a kind, located in Delaware’s Capital, houses 55 Nipper figurines, 75 talking machines and thousands of old  78 speed records. Stop in and listen to part of our nation’s musical past.  Kent County Tourism, Robin Coventry, rcoventry@visitdover.com, www.visitdover.com
Maryland


Maryland has so many curiosities that local author Allison Blake wrote a whole book about them. From Smith Island Cake (our official state dessert) to John Wilkes Booth’s escape route to a former chicken shack turned crab house, you’ll find plenty of fun things to see and do in Maryland.  Maryland Office of Tourism, Connie Yingling, cyingling@visitmaryland.org, www.visitmaryland.org
Nostalgia reigns at Chick & Ruth’s Delly in Annapolis where you can recite the Pledge of Allegiance daily, sing the Star Spangled Banner upon request, enjoy personalized magic shows tableside, feast on a 6 lb. milkshake (the largest in the world), or down a 3 lb. Super Duper Colossal Burger. Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau, Susan Steckman, ssteckman@visitannapolis.org, www.VisitAnnapolis.org

Where can kids and kids-at-heart visit for a unique and fun experience? Travel + Leisure named Baltimore’s American Visionary Art Museum as one of its “10 Places to See Before You’re 10,” featuring outstanding original works of art created by self-taught artists, a quirky gift shop and sculpture garden. Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association, Moneé Cottman, mcottman@baltimore.org, www.baltimore.org  


Pink flamingos, lipstick kisses, and painted fingernails adorn the gravesite of Harris Glen Milstead, a.k.a. “Divine” (1945-1988).  Buried at Prospect Hill Cemetery in Towson, Divine grew up in Baltimore County.  The private, nondenominational cemetery is open to the public and on the County Landmarks list. Baltimore County Department of Economic Development, Conference and Tourism, Jill Feinberg, jbfeinberg@baltimorecountymd.gov, www.visitbacomd.com 

Fairy tales come true at Clark’s Elioak Farm in Ellicott City, home of the rescued Enchanted Forest figures, a pre-Disney storybook park and Maryland pop culture landmark. Howard County is home to diverse architecture from greek revivial, art deco, Usonian, Sears houses, a Founding Father’s estate, Frank Gehry’s first commissions to HGTV homes. Howard County Tourism, Lori Paddy, Lori@VisitHowardCounty.com, 
www.VisitHowardCounty.com
Pennsylvania

From a flying saucer in the town square to a giant coffee pot along the highway and hills that defy gravity, Pennsylvania certainly has its share of quirky stops.  Check out medical mysteries at the Mutter Museum in Philadelphia or visit Punxsutawney’s Weather Discovery Center, made famous by Pennsylvania’s groundhog prognosticator.  Pennsylvania Tourism Office, Cara O’Donnell, codonnell@tierneyagency.com, www.visitpa.com 

Discover a priceless collection of Asian art and German Meissen porcelain in Butler County at the Maridon Museum, the only museum in western Pennsylvania with a focus on Chinese and Japanese art and culture.  Exquisite sculptures, tapestries, landscape paintings, scrolls and artifacts can be enjoyed in this contemporary museum.  Butler County Tourism & Convention Bureau, Patti Jo Lambert, pjlambert@visitbutlercounty.com, www.visitbutlercounty.com
Twinkling stars and safari animals bring the life of the savannah to Cumberland Valley. The Oakes Museum showcases more than 40,000 Smithsonian-quality African and North American specimens, which include the largest African mammal collection in PA, featuring 75 full mounts such as an elephant, hippopotamus, zebra, giraffe and nyala. Cumberland Valley Visitors Bureau, Kristen Oakley, Kristen@visitcumberlandvalley.com, www.visitcumberlandvalley.com

With all the rich history in Gettysburg, visitors sometimes need to laugh a little. And that’s what makes Mister Ed’s Elephant Museum the perfect getaway. With 10,000 elephants, bags of peanuts and a wide assortment of candy, it’s just as much a Gettysburg landmark as the monuments themselves. Gettysburg CVB, Carl Whitehill, cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel, www.gettysburg.travel 

Visitors to Philadelphia can soar 40 feet into the air at Tree Adventure, Morris Arboretum’s innovative new $3.1 million permanent outdoor exhibition. Climbers can cross the swaying Suspension Bridge to the Bird’s Next, wander the 275-foot-long Canopy Walk, and more all while learning that we need trees and trees need us. Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, Morgan Obidowski, morgan@gptmc.com, www.gophila.com 

The Hershey-Harrisburg region is home to several quirky exhibits at Whitaker Center for Science and the Arts. At the Forces of Nature gallery, visitors experience hurricane force winds, earthquakes, and tornados. The unique Science on a Sphere animated globe tracks real-time weather and hurricane activity around the world. Hershey Harrisburg Regional Visitor Bureau, Rick Dunlap, rick@hersheyharrisburg.org, www.hersheyharrisburg.org 
America’s favorite sandwich – the Big Mac® – was created in Pennsylvania’s Laurel Highlands. The Big Mac® Museum Restaurant located just off Exit #67 of the Pennsylvania Turnpike has the world’s largest Big Mac replica, life-size bust of inventor, high tech displays, classic memorabilia and state-of-the-art jungle PlayPlace. Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, Julie Donovan, jdonovan@laurelhighlands.org, www.laurelhighlands.org

Roadside America in Shartlesville is an indoor, miniature village that depicts rural life in the United States from pioneer times to present day through a sprawling exhibit at a 3/8 inch scale. Hand-made miniatures include houses, churches, cars, bridges, and train sets, all created by a local family. Lehigh Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau, www.LehighValleyPA.org

Explore a one-of-a-kind collection of military knives used by U.S. servicemen at the American Military Edged-Weaponry Museum in Intercourse. Items range from pikes and swords, to sabers and fencing bayonets, to Bowie and trench knives – as well as other military artifacts – dating from the Spanish-American War, WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam, and Desert Storm. Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau, Joel Cliff, jcliff@padutchcountry.com, www.discoverlancasterpa.com 

The Stoogeum in Gwynedd Valley is the only museum in the world dedicated to the Three Stooges. Curator Gary Lassin has been a fan of the Stooges since he was a child and now he's part of the family. His wife is the granddaughter of Larry Fine's brother, Morris Feinberg.  Valley Forge Convention and Visitors Bureau, John Golden, golden@valleyforge.org, www.valleyforge.org 

The Agricultural and Industrial Museum is home to seven large galleries filled with exhibitions highlighting industries that made York County a manufacturing international name. Explore a variety of exhibits, including a three-story 1830s gristmill with an operating water wheel and a 72-ton A-Frame ammonia compressor, once used to make large blocks of ice. York County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Alison Smith, asmith@yorkpa.org, www.yorkpa.org 
Virginia

The White Oak Civil War Museum in Stafford houses a remarkable collection of Civil War artifacts that were lost or discarded by the troops while they were camping or fighting in the Fredericksburg region.  The museum operator discovered, restored and now displays these artifacts in a museum that’s praised by the National Park Service. Fredericksburg Area Tourism, Karen Hedelt, hedelt@fredericksburgva.gov, www.VisitFred.com 

Enjoy the twisted imagination of “Professor Cline” in Lexington and Rockbridge County with Foamhenge (a full-scale reproduction of Stonehenge), Haunted Monster Museum and Dinosaur Kingdom (an ingenious full-scale battle between the Union Army and the dinosaurs), and the Haunting Tales of Historic Lexington (a nightly ghost tour through back alleys).  Lexington & Rockbridge Area Tourism, Mayumi Smitka, marketing@lexingtonvirginia.com, www.lexingtonvirginia.com

Come discover a truck that “walks” or a ship that “flies” at the U.S. Army Transportation Museum in Newport News. This unusual museum invites visitors to learn first-hand the story of Army transportation, from horse-drawn wagons to hovercrafts, plus experimental craft such as the aerocycle and the rocket belt. Newport News Tourism Development Office, Suzanne Pearson, spearson@ngov.com, www.newport-news.org.  

The Star City of the South gets its name from the 100-foot neon star atop the highest city mountain peak, and is the spot for the best view of the Valley.  Erected in 1949 and alight every night, the Roanoke Star is a historic landmark on permanent display!  Roanoke Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, Catherine Fox, rkecvbfox@aol.com, www.visitroanokeva.com 
West Virginia


Fans of the Mothman have flocked to Point Pleasant to admire a statue and visit the Mothman Museum. Legend has it that this strange winged creature was seen before the 1967 collapse of the Silver Bridge that killed 46 people. It also reportedly has been seen before other tragedies. West Virginia Division of Tourism, Tricia Sizemore, tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov, www.wvtourism.com 

Mystery Hole in Ansted is a museum with a gorilla on the roof and a Volkswagen permanently crashed into the side of the building.  This roadside attraction is described as both mysterious and mind-boggling. Take a short, sweet, believe-it-or-not tour and experience the “Law of Gravity” in action. Southern West Virginia CVB, Lisa Strader, lisa@visitwv.com, www.visitwv.com
The Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance (MATPRA) is a cohesive unit of regional tourism partners encompassing Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.

The group serves travel journalists by creating a regional resource that ignores geographical boundaries. The Alliance promotes common threads and offers saleable stories to journalists about the Mid-Atlantic destination as a whole.

Learn more about our partnership at www.matpra.org.
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