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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: Please see the mid-Atlantic destination contacts noted in each section below. For general Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance information, please contact:

Connie Yingling, Maryland Office of Tourism

MATPRA Chairperson, 2008-2009

410-767-6329 

cyingling@visitmaryland.org
www.matpra.org
It’s Fun and It’s Free in the Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Round-up of Free Events and Attractions
(U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region, May 2009) – The Mid-Atlantic region offers a wide variety of free events this summer, as well as outstanding attractions that offer free admission. Visitors to the region can take in festivals and fireworks, tour hallowed ground, hike and bike along some of the nation’s most beautiful scenery and visit world-class attractions – all for free! 
The destinations below are filled with free adventures for all. Enjoy your summer in the Mid-Atlantic region and give your pocket-book a break! For additional information on specific events or attractions, please contact the state tourism office or CVB listed.

Delaware


The annual DuPont Clifford Brown Jazz Festival returns to Wilmington on June 15th through June 22nd.  Most performances are free and staged in Downtown Wilmington’s Rodney Square.  This year's week-long jazz festival concludes with a free Duke Ellington Sacred Concert in The Grand Opera House located at 818 Market Street. Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lyn Lewis, LynLewis@wilmcvb.org, 302-295-2212, www.VisitWilmingtonDE.com.


Delaware’s Capital Region, home to ten free museums makes Kent County a great stop for pocketbook conscience travelers. Couple that with Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, numerous community festivals, and a drive through Amish country or up scenic Route 9 -- Kent County, Delaware is a great place to visit. Kent County Delaware Convention & Visitors Bureau, rcoventry@visitdover.com, www.visitdover.com
District of Columbia

DC is all about FREEdom, and many of its cultural offerings and attractions are available free of charge. Visit Washington.org to check out Destination DC's list of “100 Free (and Almost Free) Things to Do in DC,” including everything from family fun and inspiring performances to musts for history buffs. Destination DC, Carla Barry-Austin, carla.barry-austin@destinationdc.com, www.DestinationDC.com
Maryland


Maryland’s nickname, “The Free State” dates back to the early 1900’s and prohibition. We’ve added a modern twist to the nickname by compiling a listing of events, tours, attractions, museums, parks and other sites that offer free admission or other free offers. Visit our pressroom at www.visitmaryland.org for full listing.  Maryland Office of Tourism, Connie Yingling, cyingling@visitmaryland.org, 800-719-5900


In Baltimore, tour two world-class museums for free – The Walters Art Museum and Baltimore Museum of Art. Throughout the summer, experience unique events such as HonFest, the African American Heritage Festival and Artscape. In July, Baltimore welcomes a free shuttle for visitors to explore the Inner Harbor and surrounding neighborhoods. Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association, Moneé Cottman, mcottman@baltimore.org, www.baltimore.org  


Celebrate Baltimore County’s 350th anniversary at monthly events (www.bc350.org); churn and taste historic ice cream at the Hampton National Historic Site (www.nps.gov/hamp); join the monthly speaker series at the Glenn L. Martin Aviation museum (www.marylandaviationmuseum.org); or tour the Star Spangled Banner Trail, making stops along historic War of 1812 sites (www.visitmaryland.org). Baltimore County Department of Economic Development, Conference and Tourism, Jill Feinberg, jbfeinberg@baltimorecountymd.gov, www.visitbacomd.com 

Contact us for a list of fifty fun and free things to do and see in Howard County, Md. at farms, museums, libraries and more! Even those not trying to pinch a penny will want to take part in these 50 sure-to-please, free ways to explore Howard County, Md. Howard County Tourism, Lori Paddy, Lori@VisitHowardCounty.com, 
www.VisitHowardCounty.com

Free events in Downtown Frederick!  From reggae and zydeco to classic rock and bluegrass, enjoy free concerts on Sunday nights this summer in Downtown Frederick's Baker Park.  First Saturdays in Downtown Frederick offer exhibit openings, family activities, and live entertainment on the first Saturday of every month from 5-9pm.  

Tourism Council of Frederick County, Tiffany Ahalt, tahalt@fredco-md.net, www.FrederickTourism.org
Pennsylvania


Around Pennsylvania, visitors can explore the birth of our nation, experience culture, tour spectacular countryside and even glimpse an elk – all without spending a dime.  From museums to state parks – there are plenty of ways to discover Pennsylvania that won’t even make a dent in your wallet. Pennsylvania Tourism Office, Cara O’Donnell, codonnell@tierneyagency.com, www.visitpa.com 

Explore Butler County for free! Shoot a space ship in Mars. Push a one-ton revolving gate in Harmony. See free art exhibits. Play disk golf. Ride our bike trails. Watch a glass blowing demonstration. Test far-out toys before you buy. Visit Pa.'s only protected prairie. Enjoy a summer concert. Butler County Tourism and Convention Bureau, Patti Jo Lambert, pjlambert@visitbutlercounty.com, www.visitbutlercounty.com

It doesn’t cost a cent to experience the most hallowed, most visited, most revered battleground in America – the Gettysburg National Military Park. A visit to Gettysburg is a place every American should experience, especially as we near the 150th anniversary of that pivotal time in our history. Gettysburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, Carl Whitehill, cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel, www.gettysburg.travel 

Philadelphia’s annual birthday party for America is so big that it takes eight days to fit it all in. Fireworks, celebrity concerts, parades, patriotic ceremonies, festivals, and other free events make Sunoco Welcome America! a family-friendly, budget-friendly celebration. Details at www.WelcomeAmerica.com. June 27-July 4. Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, Morgan Obidowski, morgan@gptmc.com, www.gophila.com 

VisitPittsburgh has compiled a list of more than 35 free things to see and do in the Pittsburgh region – from free bike rentals to the Jail Museum. The 11-page guide is divided into categories, including art, music, festivals and more. Download the guide at www.visitpittsburgh.com. Greater Pittsburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lynne Glover, lynne.glover@visitpittsburgh.com, www.visitpittsburgh.com 

Get your first taste of Hershey at Hershey’s Chocolate World attraction! Start your visit on our free Hershey’s Great American Chocolate Tour ride, complete with your own sweet free Hershey’s sample. Hershey Harrisburg Regional Visitor Bureau, Rick Dunlap, rick@hersheyharrisburg.org, www.hersheyharrisburg.org 

Visit the Lehigh Valley region of eastern Pa. for the annual Musikfest celebration of music and the arts in Bethlehem. From July 31 – August 9, this event features more than 500 free, live musical performances, food vendors, artisans, and entertainment. It’s one of the country’s largest outdoor music festivals. Lehigh Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau, Tracey Werner, tracey@LehighValleyPA.org, www.LehighValleyPA.org

Famous for Pennsylvania Dutch thrift, it’s no wonder that Lancaster County is home to a host of free attractions and activities, designed to make your vacation dollar go further, ranging from a half-dozen art and heritage museums to various culinary tours to numerous free events, festivals, and music/movie series. Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau, Joel Cliff, jcliff@padutchcountry.com, www.discoverlancasterpa.com 

June 6, National Trails Day: Valley Forge National Historical Park, 1400 N. Outer Line Dr., King of Prussia, Pa. Visitors can hike along the River Trail, participate in educational clinics, fitness assessments, view partner exhibits and more, designed to promote the rewarding relationship between good health and our natural environment. Valley Forge Convention and Visitors Bureau, John Golden, golden@valleyforge.org, www.valleyforge.org 

Go behind the scenes in the Factory Tour Capital of the World! Marvel as your favorite products are made at 15 Free Factory Tours. Feel the roar of legendary Harley-Davidson motorcycles, discover the details of handcrafted-textiles at Family-Heirloom Weavers and tempt your taste buds with warm, fresh potato chips at Martin’s Potato Chips. York County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Alison Smith, asmith@yorkpa.org, 
www.yorkpa.org 
Virginia

Take the free King Street Trolley through Old Town to free attractions and historic sites including Torpedo Factory Art Center, Christ Church, George Washington Masonic Memorial, Athenaeum and Old Presbyterian Meeting House. Free events include Saturday Farmers Market, Memorial Day Jazz Festival, USA/Alexandria Birthday Celebration and the September Art Festival. Alexandria Convention and Visitors Association, Emily Hellewell, EHellewell@VisitAlexVA.com, www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/About-Alexandria/Free-Things-to-Do 

The Fredericksburg/Spotsylvania National Military Park is the second largest military park in the world, spanning more than 8,000 acres and encompassing four major Civil War battlefields and memorials.  Chatham Manor, situated in the Fredericksburg battlefield, is a magnificent Georgian mansion that served as a military hospital during the war. Fredericksburg Area Tourism, Karen Hedelt, hedelt@fredericksburgva.gov, www.VisitFred.com 

There is no shortage of free attractions or events in Hampton, Va. Check out Hampton University Museum (the oldest African-American museum in the country) or the Casemate Museum (the site where Confederate President Jefferson Davis was imprisoned). And don’t miss the 10th annual Blackbeard Pirate Festival this June. Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau, Ryan LaFata, ryan@hamptoncvb.com, 
www.visithampton.com 

Summer in Newport News means more than 40 free weekly outdoor concerts from May through September. Music lovers will enjoy some of the best regional bands at the Thursdays at the Lake, Fridays @ the Fountain and the Summer Sounds Concert Series.  Summer also means free hayrides in Newport News Park! Newport News Tourism Development Office, spearson@nngov.com, www.newport-news.org  

If it’s arts you’re after, plan a free visit to the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. For a unique combination of history, habitat and horticulture, there’s no better place than Maymont. The recently-restored Virginia Capitol, designed by Thomas Jefferson, is a magnificent architectural blend of new and old and offers free daily tours. Richmond Metropolitian Convention & Visitors Bureau, Erin Bagnell, ebagnell@richmondva.org, www.VisitRichmondVa.com 

Minutes from the Historic Farmers’ Market district in downtown Roanoke is the Mill Mountain Discovery Center. This free interactive nature center focuses on wildlife, geology, and the mountain’s natural history with hands-on exhibits. Take the walking path to the Roanoke Star and overlook for the best view of the region. Roanoke Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, Catherine Fox, rkecvbfox@aol.com, www.visitroanokeva.com 

What’s free in Smithfield & Isle of Wight? Everything! From historic attractions such as the Schoolhouse Museum, Fort Huger, Fort Boykin, Boykin’s Tavern, Old Courthouse of 1750 and St. Luke’s Church to the Arts Center @ 319. We also offer free events practically every weekend. For complete list go to: www.VisitSmithfieldIsleofWight.com. Smithfield & Isle of Wight Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lois Chapman, lchapman@isleofwightus.net 

Virginia Beach is the perfect place for families with a budget. Free festivals and oceanfront entertainment paired with 35 miles of shoreline, more than 18,000 acres of state parks and a wildlife refuge, and a 3-mile long boardwalk makes it easy to “Live the Life” in Virginia Beach. Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau, Ron Kuhlman, 

rkuhlman@vbgov.com , www.vbfun.com 

“From the First Shot to the Gallows; Winchester, Virginia’s Involvement with the John Brown Raid” is a free exhibition April-October 2009. The exhibit sponsored by the local historical society, features rare artifacts including, militia uniforms worn by those who responded to the raid. Winchester-Frederick County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Natalie Wills, wills@visitwinchesterva.com, www.visitwinchesterva.com 
West Virginia


Wherever you travel in West Virginia, there is likely to be a fair or festival near you that offers free admission and warm hospitality. In addition, Oct. 17 is the 30th anniversary of the famous Bridge Day Festival, near Fayetteville. Visit www.wvfairsandfestivals.org for a complete listing of events. West Virginia Division of Tourism, Tricia Sizemore, tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov, www.wvtourism.com 

The North Bend Rail Trail stretches 72 miles through 13 tunnels, rural countryside and several historic sites. The trail offers mountain biking, horseback riding, buggy rides and nature walks in the peaceful setting of West Virginia. The trail is located just off of US 50 in Cairo, W.Va. Greater Parkersburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, Kari Thompson, kthompson@stonewallgroup.com, www.GreaterParkersburg.com
The Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance (MATPRA) is a cohesive unit of regional tourism partners encompassing Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.

The group serves travel journalists by creating a regional resource that ignores geographical boundaries. The Alliance promotes common threads and offers saleable stories to journalists about the Mid-Atlantic destination as a whole.

Learn more about our partnership at www.matpra.org.
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