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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT: Please see the mid-Atlantic destination contacts noted in each section below. For general Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance information, please contact:

Lyn Lewis, Greater Wilmington CVB
MATPRA Chairperson, 2010-2011
302-295-2212
lynlewis@wilmcvb.org 
www.matpra.org
Have a Sporty Time in the Mid-Atlantic 

Region is a mecca of teams and events for visitors of all athletic interests
(U.S. Mid-Atlantic Region, July 2010) – Sports are a great way to explore and experience a travel destination. Watching or participating – either way, it’s sure to get the pulse rate up and provide an opportunity to learn something along the way. So read on for the best in sports throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. (For additional information on any of these specific teams or events, please contact the state tourism office or CVB listed.)
Delaware


Cheer the Blue Rocks to victory at Frawley Stadium in Wilmington’s revitalized riverfront. The professional minor league club is a Class “A” Carolina affiliate of the Kansas City Royals. Their seventy home games combine action-packed baseball, lively entertainment and wacky promotions, plus post-game fireworks on Friday nights. Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors Bureau, Lyn Lewis, LynLewis@WilmCVB.org, www.VisitWilmingtonDE.com

The Annual Amish Country Bike Tour takes place the first Saturday after Labor Day. Routes include 15, 25, 50, 62, and 100-mile loops through the beautiful flatlands of Amish Country. Cyclists enjoy rest stops and an after-tour party complete with Amish pies, a catered picnic lunch, and live music! Kent County Tourism, Linda Kurtz, lkurtz@visitdover.com, www.visitdover.com
Maryland


Discover a winning line-up of sports facilities, teams and events at http://marylandsports.us. Cheer on the Ravens, the Orioles or “the ponies” at the Preakness, the Second Jewel of the Triple Crown; root for your favorite college lacrosse, basketball or soccer team; or wave the checkered flag at auto races statewide. Maryland Office of Tourism, Connie Yingling, cyingling@visitmaryland.org, www.visitmaryland.org
From the Wednesday Night Sailing Races and a host of summer regattas, to Navy football and basketball, to Chesapeake Bayhawks’ Major League Lacrosse action at the U.S. Navy-Marine Corps Stadium, to the Marlborough Hunt Cup horse races at Roedown, Annapolis and the Chesapeake Bay are a sports lover’s delight. Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau, Susan Steckman, ssteckman@visitannapolis.org, www.VisitAnnapolis.org


Jousting is the official state sport in Maryland and there’s no where better to view a match than at the Hampton National Historic Site. This lively (and free!) event each July features games and live demonstrations. Celebrate the tradition of a sport whose origins date back to the medieval times. Baltimore County Conference and Tourism, Jill Feinberg, jfeinberg@baltimorecountymd.gov, www.visitbacomd.com 
The Baltimore Ravens arrive for training camp at McDaniel College located in Westminster, Maryland, July 27 and stay through August 19. Come see what a 300 lb. “man of muscle” looks like, up close & personal! Bring the kids for free autographs.  Carroll County Tourism, JoAnna Crone, cctourism@ccg.carr.org, www.CarrollCountyTourism.org 
Pennsylvania

Major League Soccer’s newest team, the Philadelphia Union, christened their riverfront stadium in Delaware County with a stunning victory before a sellout crowd of screaming fans. Live horse racing at Harrah’s thrives April through December, and a million+ people attend hockey tournaments and figure skating competitions at IceWorks Skating Center. Brandywine Conference and Visitors Bureau, Barbara Lehman, blehman@brandywinecvb.org, www.brandywinecountry.org 
Every August, more than 1000 tri-athletes compete in the Annual Steelman Triathlon at Nockamixon State Park to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Philadelphia. Share in the excitement of this festive atmosphere as tri-athletes race to grant wishes. Visit Bucks County, Michelle Greco, MGreco@visitbuckscounty.com, www.visitbuckscounty.com

Lernerville Speedway in Butler County, Pa., is one of the most successful dirt tracks in the U.S. Lernerville currently hosts World of Outlaws Sprintcar Series and Late Model Series events. The track features the big 3-late models, sprints and V-8 modifieds each week (only track in the country). Butler County Tourism & Convention Bureau, Patti Jo Lambert, pjlambert@visitbutlercounty.com, www.visitbutlercounty.com
Erie has plenty to cheer about! The Erie Bayhawks NBA D-league basketball team slam dunks their audiences. The Erie Otters Ontario Hockey League team showcases up-and-coming hockey talent, and the Erie Seawolves are a minor-league baseball team with a major-league following! Get revved up at the NASCAR-sanctioned Lake Erie Speedway. VisitErie, Christine Pennsy cvb1@VisitErie.com, www.VisitErie.com

America's most historic town is celebrating America's favorite pastime. The Gettysburg 19th Century Base Ball Festival features the uniforms, rules, equipment and style of the 1860s. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and grab a hot dog for this All-American event, to be held every July in Gettysburg. Gettysburg CVB, Carl Whitehill, cwhitehill@gettysburg.travel, www.gettysburg.travel 

Philadelphia Union, the nation’s 16th Major League Soccer team, opened the 18,500-seat PPL Park stadium in Chester with a win on June 27, 2010. Spectators at the new stadium enjoy views of the Delaware River, a restaurant, luxury suites, a club section and dedicated areas for tailgating, picnicking and music. Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, Morgan Obidowski, morgan@gptmc.com, www.visitphilly.com 

Hershey Harrisburg Region was named nation's top minor league market by Street and Smith's Sports Business Journal with Hershey Bears hockey, Harrisburg Senators baseball, City Islanders soccer, Harrisburg Stampede indoor football, Harrisburg Horizon basketball, Central Penn Piranha & South Central Yard Dawgs football, and Central PA Vipers women’s football. Hershey Harrisburg Regional Visitor Bureau, Rick Dunlap, rick@hersheyharrisburg.org, www.hersheyharrisburg.org 
Join football fans on the hillsides of Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA, end of July through mid-August for the Pittsburgh Steelers Annual Summer Training Camp. This is a rare opportunity to watch the most storied franchise in the NFL practice up close and personal and snag an autograph or two. Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, Julie Donovan, jdonovan@laurelhighlands.org, www.laurelhighlands.org

Take me out to the ballgame. Take me out to the Lehigh Valley IronPigs! The Triple-A affiliate of the Philadelphia Phillies will make you go hog wild during the non-stop action of their games. Every seat at Coca-Cola Park has a spectacular view of the field. Oink, oink! Lehigh Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau, Kim Lilly, kim@discoverlehighvalley.com, www.discoverlehighvalley.com

For affordable fun, check out the Lancaster Barnstormers professional baseball team. The crack of the bat never sounded better in this modern yet inviting stadium situated in Downtown Lancaster and home of the Atlantic League’s 2006 champions. Throw in bumper boats and zany fan contests, and it’s a great time for all! Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau, Joel Cliff, jcliff@padutchcountry.com, www.discoverlancasterpa.com 
Spectator sporting events in the Pocono Mountains are heading for new, thrilling heights. Not only can spectators enjoy the roar of NASCAR engines twice every summer, but now the region has announced Ironman 70.3 Pocono Mountains. Take to the adventure in October of 2011. Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau, Alicia Quinn, Alicia@poconos.org, www.800poconos.com

From top collegiate athletics to Atlantic League baseball, York County is home to sensational sporting events! Catch York College’s powerhouse men’s soccer team hit the pitch with blazing speed. Take in a ballgame at Sovereign Bank Stadium, home to the York Revolution. York County Convention & Visitors Bureau, Alison Smolinski, alison@yorkpa.org, www.yorkpa.org 
Virginia

Held annually in Chesapeake in mid-October, the U.S. Open 9-Ball Tournament is the most sought-after and longest-running men's professional title in pool. 2010 marks the 35th anniversary of this prestigious event. Chesapeake Conventions & Tourism, Kim Murden, kmurden@cityofchesapeake.net, www.visitchesapeake.com 

Each August, come to Hampton, Virginia, for the nation’s oldest continuously running hydroplane boat race, the Hampton Cup Regatta. Featuring speeds in excess of 150 miles-per hour, the race plays host to some of the fastest watercraft in the entire world. Best of all, it’s free! Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau, Ryan LaFata, ryan@hamptoncvb.com, www.visithampton.com

The Virginia Living Museum’s Sporting Clay Classic is a perfect way to learn about this challenging sport. Sporting clay competitions use six difference sizes of clay targets at multiple distances and target angles. Held the second half of April each year, the event welcomes both 4-person teams and single shooters. Newport News Tourism Development Office, Suzanne Pearson, spearson@ngov.com, www.newport-news.org.  
The Richmond Region’s NEW AA minor-league baseball team – the Flying Squirrels – is scoring fans with promotions for each of their home games from skydivers to a Jimmy Buffett night. Other favorite spectator sports include two new indoor football teams, NASCAR at Richmond International Raceway or horse races at Colonial Downs. Richmond Metropolitan Convention & Visitors Bureau, Erin Bagnell, ebagnell@richmondva.org, www.visitrichmondva.com
Take me out to the ballpark to see a Salem Red Sox Baseball game. This top Class A Minor League Baseball team is an affiliate of the Boston Red Sox. The season runs April – September. Fabulous views of the mountains are at no extra charge.  Roanoke Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, Catherine Fox, cfox@visitroanokeva.com, www.visitroanokeva.com 
West Virginia


Summer is the perfect time for spectator sports in West Virginia. So, sit back and relax while catching an exciting minor league baseball game. Enjoy stock car, motorcycle, ATV and drag race venues that dot the state. Also, check out greyhound and thoroughbred horse racing in the Mountain State. West Virginia Division of Tourism, Tricia Sizemore, tricia.t.sizemore@wv.gov, www.wvtourism.com 
The Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance (MATPRA) is a cohesive unit of regional tourism partners encompassing Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.

The group serves travel journalists by creating a regional resource that ignores geographical boundaries. The Alliance promotes common threads and offers saleable stories to journalists about the Mid-Atlantic destination as a whole.

Learn more about our partnership at www.matpra.org.
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