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NEWS AND STORY IDEAS

What’s New Outdoors in the Mid-Atlantic States

(U.S. MID-ATLANTIC – June 15, 2008) Located in the heart of the Eastern Seaboard, the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States is an ever-evolving area. In fact, more growth and change is taking place in the region than ever before, yet there are still plenty of opportunities to get outdoors and play. The members of the Mid-Atlantic Tourism PR Alliance (MATPRA) invite travelers to discover all of the new and exciting attractions, products and events.

Here’s a preview of what’s happening in the Mid-Atlantic States:
Delaware

If it is birding, hiking, biking, kayaking or canoeing that you seek, there are fantastic biking trails that you can take advantage of and plenty of ponds and rivers peppered throughout the county waiting to be discovered by you!  Visitors quickly discover Kent County truly is nature at its best!  Kent County & Greater Dover Delaware CVB, 800- 233-KENT, www.visitdover.com 

The Junction and Breakwater trail is a new 6-mile long trail located midway between Lewes and Rehoboth on the southwestern side of Cape Henlopen State Park. The trail boasts picturesque views of coastal wetlands and a World War II observation tower and is open for walking and biking. Southern Delaware Tourism, 302-856-1818, www.visitsoutherndelaware.com
Wilmington, Delaware’s Russell W. Perterson Urban Wildlife Refuge is expected to open in Summer 2009.  The rare urban marsh along the Christina River is being dredged and restored as a wetland and wildlife habitat.  Plans for the 202-acre refuge include pathways, boardwalks, bird watching stops and an environmental education center.  Greater Wilmington CVB, 302-295-2210, www.VisitWilmingtonDE.com
Maryland

Hiking beneath old-growth hemlock towering beside Maryland’s highest waterfall; biking 180 miles along the C&O Canal; paddling the mighty Chesapeake Bay’s Smith Island Water Trail; mastering Class-V rapids at the Adventure Sports Center International re-circulating whitewater course.  Just a taste of the many outdoor adventures that await in Maryland. Maryland Office of Tourism Development, 410-767-6329, www.visitmaryland.org
Two new kayaking companies have opened their doors in America’s Sailing Capital this summer. Kayak Annapolis LLC offers a three-hour historical tour that departs from Truxton Park on the headwaters of Spa Creek. The L.L. Bean Outdoor Discovery School launches its tours from the Point at Back Creek in Annapolis. Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Conference and Visitors Bureau, 410-263-051, www.visitannapolis.org. 

In Baltimore, run, bike and walk the newly expanded Gwynns Falls Trail, the largest urban trail in America – 15 miles, linking 30 neighborhoods together. Also this summer, sample culture and music at Art in the Park and Artscape, or one of the many free outdoor concerts offered throughout the city. Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association, 410-659-7300, www.baltimore.org.
Get out and play in Caroline County!  This picturesque countryside, charming rural towns and flat roads are ideal for cycling enthusiasts.  Winding rivers with stunning wildlife make for an exciting afternoon of kayaking or fishing.  Our arboretum, Clydesdale farm, hang gliding, hunting and shooting clays course will keep you coming back!  
Caroline Tourism Office, 410-479-0655, www.tourcaroline.com
In the Heart of Chesapeake Country, on Maryland's idyllic Eastern Shore, you can enjoy the best things in life- outdoor adventures, seafood, and art from around the world. Dorchester County also possesses breathtaking natural beauty with Chesapeake Bay farm, forest and water landscapes largely unchanged for centuries, accompanied by a rich history. Dorchester County Tourism, 800-522-TOUR, www.TourDorchester.org. 

Visitors can now stroll the Carroll Creek Park located in the heart of Frederick’s Historic District.  Often compared to the River Walk in San Antonio, Texas the park features unique architectural elements, bridges, retail shops and outdoor dining establishments along a man made canal.  Tourism Council of Frederick County, 301-600-4050 or 800-999-3613, www.fredericktourism.org
There’s always something new in the Deep Creek Lake area in Garrett County! Head to Wisp for their new Mountain Buggy rides! These oversized terrain vehicles bring a whole new dynamic to touring Wisp Mountain. Or take on the thrills of the re-circulating whitewater course at Adventure Sports Center International! Garrett County Chamber of Commerce, 301-387-4386. www.visitdeepcreek.com 

The Antietam National Battlefield has a new attraction. Come and see the historic barn which was used as a field hospital, at the Pry House Field Hospital Museum. Hundreds of soldiers were cared for, where triage was invented. In Hagerstown, check out Discovery Station's newest exhibit about the C&O Canal! Hagerstown-Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau, www.marylandmemories.com; 301-791-3246 or 888-257-2600
Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, 4.5 million acres of public lands feature more than a hundred state parks and some of the most breathtaking natural areas in America!  Experience our Artisan or Civil War Trails, which lets visitors experience the outdoor beauty and enjoy the rich cultural and heritage assets of Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania Tourism Office, 717-720-1301, www.visitpa.com
Bucks County wine is green! In an effort to challenge global warming, Crossing Vineyards in Washington Crossing has recently installed solar panels as a way of powering their winery operations. In Pipersville, Fratelli Desiato Vineyards open an outside tasting bar powered by a wind turbine and a solar station, allowing all to enjoy wine in rain or shine! Bucks County Conference & Visitor’s Bureau, 215 639 0300, www.visitbuckscounty.com
At Moraine State Park in Butler County, explore the commonwealth’s third largest park by horseback, a new park activity this year.  If riding two wheels is more appealing, grab a bike and pedal the newly paved 7.5 mile bike trail that meanders along 3,000 acre Lake Arthur’s shoreline.  Butler County Tourism & Convention Bureau, 866-856-8444, www.visitbutlercounty.com
The newest attraction in Chester County opened on May 19. Wendell August Forge is the oldest and largest forge of its kind in America.  Watch dedicated artisan’s handcrafting bowls, trays, and other giftware in aluminum, bronze, pewter, precious metals.  Workshop open to public and gift shop features hand – crafted works.  Chester County Conference and Visitors Bureau    800-566-0109, www.Brandywinevalley.com
In Lancaster County, explore our world by hot air balloon or Amish buggy, hiking trail or bike path, farm tractor or steam-powered railroad car, for a unique and engaging experience amidst a beautiful landscape.  New fresh-air offerings include outdoor mural trails, motorbike rentals, and the Farmer’s Apprentice program.  Pennsylvania Dutch Convention & Visitors Bureau, 717-735-0311, www.discoverlancasterpa.com 
In the Laurel Highlands, plan an amazing biking excursion like none other along the Great Allegheny Passage, a spectacular rail-trail which now links to the C&O Canal Towpath connecting Washington, D.C. and Pittsburgh, PA. Over 100 miles of this stunning non-motorized route winds its way through the Laurel Highlands.
Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau, 800-333-5661, x 109, www.laurelhighlands.org.

Get outdoors in the Lehigh Valley region of eastern Pa. this summer. See the area on two wheels with a road ride in our Lehigh Valley Cycling Maps brochure.  Or discover local bird species during a hike in the Two Rivers Area Birding and Natural History Trail brochure. Lehigh Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau, 800-747-0561, www.LehighValleyPA.org
The Schuylkill River Trail, Philly’s most popular trail for runners, cyclists and mountain bikers, takes riders deep into the Wissahickon Gorge. This rugged, beautiful area is fully in city limits, but feels worlds apart.  In the Wissahickon, you can ride alongside horseback riders on a wide path called Forbidden Drive, or follow trails up some serious inclines. Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, 215-599-2298, www.gophila.com 

October 2008 marks the completion of the Great Allegheny Passage – a 150-mile hiking and biking trail that connects Pittsburgh to Washington, D.C. This seamless, off-road trail winds through numerous small towns and offers spectacular scenery. As a nearly level trail, it’s considered the most accessible trail experience in the world. VisitPittsburgh, 1-877-LOVE PGH (1-877-568-3744), www.visitpittsburgh.com. 
Riding the wave of investment and renewed tourism interest in the Pocono Mountains, outdoor adventure opportunities in the region are more abundant than ever this year.  New for 2008 is the opportunity to experience the Adventure Center at Skytop Lodge, featuring a 40-foot climbing wall, paintball, mountain biking course, kayaking, geocaching and wilderness survival classes. Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau, 1-800-Poconos, www.800poconos.com
Watch soaring eagles and hawks in Pennsylvania’s Grand Canyon, bike the 60-mile long Pine Creek Rail Trail, take a guided hike through lush forests in the mountains of north central Pennsylvania, gaze at star-filled night skies: these hands-on outdoor experiences are easy with our nature packages.  Tioga County Visitors Bureau, 1-888-846-4228, www.visittiogapa.com
In York County, experience the historic Heritage Rail Trail Park, running 21 miles north from the Mason Dixon line to York City. Explore Hanover Junction Train Station’s newly completed museum and pedal to restored New Freedom Station. What are you waiting for? Get out and play in York, PA! York County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 717-852-9675, www.yorkpa.org
Virginia

In Virginia you can explore nature’s best whether afoot or afloat. Southeast Expeditions in Cape Charles conducts kayaking tours of the local ecosystem – and even wine tasting kayak tours. Like to bike? Call for a free Virginia bicycling map. Biking and hiking trails are everywhere. Virginia Tourism Corporation, 1-800-VISITVA, www.Virginia.org 
All trails lead to water in Alexandria. Rent a bike or just start running along the Potomac River and through the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve on the 16-mile scenic George Washington Memorial Parkway trail. Skim across the Potomac in a kayak and cool off at a giant wave pool. Alexandria Convention & Visitors Association, 703.838.4200, www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com 

From kite flying at Grandview and kayaking at Buckroe Beach- to camping at Sandy Bottom and fishing the Chesapeake Bay- outdoor opportunities abound in Hampton, Virginia! Brand new iPOD walking tours will immerse visitors in Hampton’s seafaring culture. And don’t forget to check out Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World. Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau, 757-728-5328, www.visithampton.com
Hike more than 30 miles of trails in the largest city park in Virginia. Go paddleboating in a Venetian gondola or a “sea monster.” Enjoy biking, boating, stargazing, bird walks, geocaching, fishing, mountain biking, camping, archery, golf and close encounters of the animal kind, all in Newport News. Newport News Tourism Development Office, 757-926-1429, www.newport-news.org.

The architecturally striking NTELOS Wireless Pavilion in Portsmouth is a waterfront concert venue with 3,500 covered seats and a manicured lawn accommodating 3,000 more. This translates into a venue large enough to attract a wide variety of first-class acts, yet intimate enough so that every seat is great. The 2008 season ranges from The Fixx and Foreigner to Anita Baker and Jeffrey Osborne. Portsmouth Convention & Visitors Bureau, 800-PORTS-VA, www.pavilionconcerts.com.
Whether it’s strolling quietly through gardens or riding the rapids down the James River (the only urban setting for class IV and V rapids) the Richmond Region provides outdoor opportunities for everyone. Hiking and bike trails on Belle Isle, walking tours of neighborhoods present the Region in a new way. Richmond Metropolitan Convention & Visitors Bureau, 888-RICHMOND, www.visitrichmondva.com 
Take a ride through the Blue Ridge Mountains on motorcycle and discover a few off-the-beaten path scenic byways.  We’ve mapped out those routes in our new Roanoke regional ride guide.  Get ready to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Parkway in 2010 with new events and activities.  Roanoke Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, www.visitroanokeva.com, 800-635-5535

In Virginia Beach, kayak with dolphins, hike a national wildlife refuge, surf the waves, or bike the 3-mile long boardwalk. Boasting over 35 miles of beach, 18,600 acres of state parks and wildlife refuges. Virginia Beach offers an outdoor adventure for everyone.  

Virginia Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau, 1-800-VA-BEACH, www.vbfun.com  

West Virginia

Experience the enchantment of Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park outside Parkersburg, West Virginia, via a 20-minute sternwheeler ride down the beautiful Ohio River. Enjoy the mansion tours, a horse drawn wagon ride, gift shop, or a self guided walking tour. Tour the newly renovated Putnam-Houser House depicting early frontier life. Greater Parkersburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, 800-752-4982, www.GreaterPakersburg.com 
About the Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance

The Mid-Atlantic Tourism Public Relations Alliance is a cohesive unit of regional tourism partners encompassing Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington D.C.

The group serves travel journalists by creating a regional resource that ignores geographical boundaries. The Alliance promotes common threads and offers saleable stories to journalists about the Mid-Atlantic destination as a whole. Learn more about our partnership at www.matpra.org. 

